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1. In past six monthe. various reports from Consulate General 
| sort nave pointed out that wai sieediment of 
political prisoners (meaning torture, denial of due process under 
existing law, and other ees) continues as virtually standard 
procedure of security services. 

2, The church has been frequent source on this subject. In 
March, the Archbishop told us *!hardly a day passes?! without a 
case of mistreatment coming to his attention. (memcon. dated 
March 14). Archbishop also said he knew political prisoners. were 


often killed during or after interrogation, with false story subse- 


quently being issued by security forces to cover over truth. 


Vicar General told us five Catholic University students arrested ; 
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in March and held incommunicado for five months had all been 


tortured during their imprisonment. 


In early June, the forty-one 


bishops of S40 Paulo, issued declaration denouncing incidents of 


torture, arbitrary imprisonment, and other injustices "frequently 


taking place here.!! (Sao Paulo 0740) 


\ 


3. Allegations of these church authorities have been borne out by 


other sources in some specific incidents, and we believe they are 


in general well founded. Security officials take very hardline 


attitude that any means justifies end of combating subversion, and 


we believe this includes torture as routine method of interrogation 


at least of prisoners suspected of terrorism. 


It is also standing 


order among security forces that any subversives trained abroad 


who return to Brazil will be killed, after interrogation, if taken 


alive. 


4. On positive side, Jornal da Tarde, afternoon affiliate of 


O Estado de SAo Paulo, has reported several recent incidents in 
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which judicial authorities in interior of state have taken steps to 
uncover torture against common criminals sndro proceed against 
the responsible police officials. Jornal of June 28 reported Chief 
of Tenth Police District of Guanabara and four of his detectives 
would have to answer complaint that they had subjected a robbery 
suena to terture for eleven days. Same edition reported investi- 
gations had been started against police officials in Piracicaba, 
S&o Paulo, charged with having used Mparrot!s perch?! on, seven 
prisoners, and against five soldiers in Pernambuco charged with 
having beaten a workman and a fisherman and thrown them into 
river Capibaribe where they drowned. June 27, Jornal published 
lengthly report onJudge in Bebedouro, Sdo Paulo, who discovered 
electrical instrument of five thousand volt capacity allegedly used 
by ieee police officials to torture suspected criminals during 
interrogation. Prisoners also charged they were beaten, kicked 


and submitted to parrot's perch. Fact that these incidents being 
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aired in press could indicate government policy shifting toward 


opposition to torture as method of interrogation, but there is no 


other sign security officials in SAo Paulo likely to forego usee 


of such practices. when dealing with suspected subversives. 
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